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“This volume, by Biblical scholar Yochi Brandes, is a riveting novel based on textual sources
about the experiences of David and Solomon. Its lessons are also relevant for our turbulent time.”
―Elie Wiesel, #1 New York Times and internationally bestselling author of NightIn the tradition of
The Red Tent from internationally bestselling author Yochi Brandes comes the stories of the
struggles of King David and King Saul in the early days of the Kingdom of Israel, seen through
the eyes of Michal, Saul’s daughter and David’s abandoned queenStories are deadlier than
swords. Swords kill only those who stand before them, stories decide who will live and die in
generations to come.Shelomoam, a young man from the tribe of Ephraim, has grown up in the
shadow of dark secrets. He wonders why his father is deathly afraid of the King’s soldiers and
why his mother has lied about the identities of those closest to him. Shelomoam is determined to
unearth his mysterious past, never imagining where his quest will ultimately lead him.The Secret
Book of Kings upends conventions of biblical novels, engaging with the canonized stories of the
founding of the Kingdom of Israel and turning them on their heads. Presented for the first time
are the heretofore unknown stories of the House of Saul and of the northern Kingdom of Israel,
stories that were artfully concealed by the House of David and the scribes of the southern
Kingdom of Judah.Yochi Brandes, one of Israel’s all-time bestselling novelists, enlists her unique
background in both academic Jewish scholarship and traditional religious commentaries to read
the Bible in an utterly new way. In this book, a major publishing phenomenon in Israel and one of
the bestselling novels in the history of the country, she uncovers vibrant characters, especially
women, buried deep within the scriptures, and asks the loaded question: to what extent can we
really know our past when history is written by the victors?

Praise for The Secret Book of Kings“Like Dan Brown’s bestselling The Da Vinci Code, the book
uses religious intrigue and conspiracy to create a pacey thriller.” ―Reuters“This book made
waves even before it was published, and ever since it appeared, it has not moved from the
bestseller lists. It is an incomparably excellent and important book.” ―Tarbut Hapnai“A thrilling
and sweeping novel that gives life to ancient stories....Brandes's Biblical women play important
and significant roles. They are the ones moving the wheels of history. They are the ones who
make things happen.” ―La'ishah"The Secret Book of Kings offers an original and revolutionary
commentary on the blood-soaked story of the wars of David and Saul, heightening the voice of
the Princess Michal, the Bible's most tragic figure." ―Ma'ariv"Although I am a Jew who does not
believe in the holiness of the Bible, The Secret Book of Kings thrilled me indescribably and
opened an innovative line of thought for me about our heroes of old, especially the women."
―YNET"Apart from the enormous pleasure of the fluid and thrilling prose, Yochi Brandes
presents in this novel an important and unprecedented approach to the scriptural stories.



Readers without great Biblical knowledge will discover a thrilling and ever-surprising novel of
love, betrayal, and loyalty. But those who are familiar with the Bible will experience something
even deeper that will open before them new possibilities and understandings of what happened
or didn't happen in our ancient history." ―Ha'aretz BooksAbout the AuthorYochi Brandes was
born in 1959 in Haifa to a family of Hassidic rabbis. Earning her BA in biblical studies and an MA
in Judaic studies, Brandes taught bible and Judaism for many years. She is the author of novels
and essays on biblical women-all of them best-sellers in Israel. She has been awarded the Book
Publishers Association's Platinum Book Prizes for seven of her books, including Kings III (2008),
and the Steimatsky Prize for Akiva's Orchard (2013). She lives outside of Tel Aviv.Yardenne
Greenspan is a writer and Hebrew translator born in Tel Aviv and based in New York. Her
translations have been published by Restless Books, St. Martin’s Press, Akashic, Syracuse
University, New Vessel Press, Ebook Library Crossing, and Farrar, Straus and Giroux. Her
translation of Yishai Sarid's novel The Memory Monster was selected as one of The New York
Times 100 Notable Books of 2020. Yardenne’s writing and translations have appeared in The
New Yorker, Haaretz, Guernica, Literary Hub, Blunderbuss, Apogee, The Massachusetts
Review, Asymptote, and Words Without Borders, among other publications. She has an MFA
from Columbia University and is a regular contributor to Ploughshares.
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Ebook Libraryian, “WOW. This book uses stories form the bible and other known texts to tell this
beautifully written story. It reads like a novel told by different main characters, all crucial to the
time period of the first kings of Israel. At first we don't know who the child that narrates the first
part of the book is, but we can sense that he is important. Next, Michal, the daughter of king
Saul, tells her view of events and it is fascinating. This book truly brings the time period to life,
and reads well and fluently.  I love anything from this author that I can get my hands on.”

Leslie A. Cook, “A page-turner that brings biblical history alive. What I most enjoy about Brandes’
books is that they take brief, often cryptic, passages from classical texts, Tanakh and Mishnah in
the case of The Secret Book of Kings and The Orchard, and reimagine the powerful currents
and emotions behind them. In this process, she brings other times to life. Many of the characters
in both books are historical. There are so many names put forward in Tanakh and so many
Tannaim that it’s hard to get them straight — and there’s nothing like good novels, page-turners
like these, to help fix them all in my mind. I plan to read them both again to make them all even
more at home. Great reads.”

dany s guindi, “A great read. Second book I read of Yochi Brandes. Loved both of them. Wish
she had more books in English I could read. Definitely presents another viewpoint of stories we
all know.”

Ebook Library Reader, “Wonderful midrash. Wow. Whole different view of David, Solomon, and
the rest of the tribe. Sent me back to Kings and Chronicles. great midrash. I much preferred her
The Orchard.”

drspstone, “A Difficult Start, But A Great Finish. For anyone who is familiar with the story of
David, Jonathan and Saul, this novel offers an exciting alternative explanation of that story, and
the breakup of the 12 tribes, not often studied in depth by readers of the Bible. I enjoyed it as a
stand alone novel, but to refer back to the Chronicles...wow.”

Sherry H., “Very involved story. This is a long, involved storyline!”

Tony Purton, “Five Stars. a great historical thriller. Perhaps the author will have translated into
english her other novels?”

Bateyk, “Tops. Please please more English translations of your work. I loved this immersive
experience of ancient Israel. Please I would love to read more”

Samuel, “Une autre perspective sur les rois hébreux. David était un manipulateur avide de



pouvoir et non le poète que l’on croyait. Salomon n’était pas le plus sage des rois, mais un tyran
amateur de femmes et de monuments à sa gloire. L’auteur, grand connaisseur des midrachim,
révèle les jeux de pouvoir à l’âge du bronze. Passionnant.”

The book has a rating of  5 out of 4.2. 95 people have provided feedback.
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